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We iso renovated movie house is a far cry from 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Vision of a Monona Terrace audito- 
Tium 25 years ago. 
Yet that is what Madison will 
when it opens its new civic center. 
Wright, the world famous architect, and his followers 
here were embroiled in a fight that stretched from the 
1950s into the 1960s and ’70s. 


At Various times it was a newspaper fight, a political 
controversy and a court battle. 

Besides Wright, the auditorium episodes involved such 
names as Gaylord Nelson, Horace Wilkie, Vernon Thom- 
son, Carroll Metzner, William Evjue and Lou Perini. 


| Delay in getting the project going was a running issue 
even in the mid-1950s. 

» Frustrated with questioning of his unique design, 
Wright, as early as 1955, tried to move it along by offer- 
ing his services free. 


The people had voted $4 million in 1954 for the terrace 
and later upped that by $1.5 million for parking. 


settle for next week 


“I am an old man,” said Wright, then 85. “I enjoy 
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worldwide recognition in my profession. I can afford 
be generous but I can’t afford to sell cheap.” 

Wright’s Mon6na Terracedominateda local 
years, even after his death in 1959. 

The terrace auditorium would have been built at t 
edge of Lake Monona. It would have had theaters, 
exhibition hall, convention and community centers, ba 
quet hall, art gallery and parking for more than 850 cars 


All this would be hanging over the edge of the lake. 
That encroachment on the lake gave opponents a leg 
leg to stand on. ' 


The delays stretched over years and costs went beyond 
the $5.5 million the people had authorized. When bids 
were opened in 1961, the price exceeded $11 million. 7 


Monona Terrace was one of Madison’s great rot ie 
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per fights. William T. Evjue, founder and editor of T 
Capital Times, staunchly advocated Wright’s terrace, 
while its corporate rival, the Wisconsin State Journal, 
fought it. i 
: 
The liberal, Democratic “€ap Times’’.angrily accused 
moneyed Republicans of scuttling the terrace. 
“The campaign to undermine this mandate (the 1954 
auditorium referendum) was undertaken immediately by 
the Maple Bluff Republican-Chamber of Commerce-State 


. Gov. Walter Kohler told the 
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MeMillin, now retired editor of 


Journal,” wrote Miles 
The Capital Times. 
Atty. Gen. Vernon Thomson (later governor and con- 
gressman) in 1956 held in an opinion that it would € 
“unconstitutional” to build on the lake bed. On that basis, 
city the state would chal- 
lenge the project. 4 
The State Supreme Court upheld the city’s: right to | 
build-in June, 1957. gig 
So Carroll Metzner, Dane County’s only Republican 
legislator, got a bill passed in the Republican-controlled 
Legislature to prohibit construction. of anything more - 
than 20 feet high.’ : 
When Thomson, now governor, signed it, State Sen. 
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